
� e author of this book, Jessie Jungyeon Park, the Human Right Ambassador of the House 
of Sharing, regularly visits the House of Sharing to participate in various volunteer activities 
for the halmeonies. She chats with halmeonies, gives them massages as well as help them 
clean their rooms; she acts more like their grand-daughter rather than a volunteer. Jessie is 
overall a great consolation to the residents of the House of Sharing. � is book is a compilation 
of the various stories Jessie has been told by the halmeonies during her times here. It is the 
copy of the testimony of actual victim halmeonies painfully rendered to Jessie. Moreover, it 
is a historical record of the violation of human rights of women. Furthermore, this book is 
the justice and truth that convey the desperate hope of the halmeonies who demand a public 
apology and appropriate remedies from the Japanese government. Halmeonies have been 
participating in Wednesday Rally since 1992 to inform the public about this issue; they’ve 
also traveled to foreign countries such as the U.S., Japan,  and Germany to raise awareness 
abroad as well. I hope that the young students in Korea and other countries become educated 
about the history of Sex Slave Victims enforced by Japanese military through this book and 
encouraged to be participants in resolving this grave issue.

Wolju Song
Former Executive Chief of Korean Buddhist Jogye Order, The Chairman of the Buddhist Human Rights Committee
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Foreword

It was an animation ‘Her Story’ which brought me to the issue of Comfort Women. 
�ough the cruelty of what had actually happened was shocking, I was able to sympathize with the victims 
because of the serenely beautiful portrayal by ‘Her Story’ left in my heart.
It is regretful that we don’t know much about the Comfort Women issue, while we are very familiar 
with the Holocaust. And it occurred to me that we better know about the Holocaust because of the book 
“�e Diary of Anne Frank” more so than the textbooks.
I decided to write this book because I wanted to share the compilation of stories I’ve been told by the halmeonies 
during my visits to the �e House of Sharing. I’ve also made an English version of the story to make it 
more accessible to people around the world. �e hardest part in making this book was the expression 
of the moments of horrendous raping scenes. I came to an idea of drawing “little mermaid sushi”, as a metaphor.
Already, seven victims of Comfort Women passed away this year and we have only 48 victims surviving worldwide. 
I believe the more people understand and sympathize with this issue, the quicker this issue can be resolved.  
I sincerely hope that my book would be conducive to the resolution of this issue before all the victims leave us.  
Royalty of the book will be used towards distribution of the English version.  I would like to close my note 
with a heartfelt thanks to all of you, the readers, who care about this grave issue of Comfort Women.

Celebrating the 70th anniversary of Korean Independence day, August, 2015

Jessie Jungyeon Park
 

Recommendation

�e author of this book, Jessie Jungyeon Park, the Human Right Ambassador of the House of Sharing, regularly 
visits the House of Sharing to participate in various volunteer activities for the halmeonies. She chats with halmeonies, 
gives them massages as well as help them clean their rooms; she acts more like their grand-daughter rather than 
a volunteer.  Jessie is overall a great consolation to the residents of the House of Sharing. 
�is book is a compilation of the various stories Jessie has been told by the halmeonies during her times here. 
It is the copy of the testimony of actual victim halmeonies painfully rendered to Jessie. Moreover, it is a historical 
record of the violation of human rights of women. Furthermore, this book is the justice and truth that convey 
the desperate hope of the halmeonies who demand a public apology and appropriate remedies from the Japanese 
government. Halmeonies have been participating in Wednesday Rally since 1992 to inform the public about this issue; 
they’ve also traveled to foreign countries such as the U.S., Japan,  and Germany to raise awareness abroad as well. 
I hope that the young students in Korea and other countries become educated about the history of Sex Slave Victims 

enforced by Japanese military through this book and encouraged to be participants in resolving this grave issue.

 

Wolju Song, as the Executive Chief of Korean Buddhist Jogye Order and then the Chairman of the Buddhist Human Rights Committee, 
founded the House of Sharing for the comfort women victims of Japanese military by raising funds among the Korean public and 
Buddhist committee. 50 comfort women victims among 238 total took residence at the House to spend the rest of their lives. As of August 2015, 
ten survivors still live there. House of Sharing also operates the world’s �rst museum dedicated to human rights issues as its main theme, 
namely [History Museum of Japanese Comfort Women]. It also operates [International Human Rights Center] which is run by an NGO group.



Today I’ll tell you a story about a fateful reminiscence of an old halmeoni.



She comes from a small town 
in a peaceful country setting.
Most elderly in that town were farmers.
They would work day and night from spring to fall,
while the children would look after the cows 
and cut fodder to feed them.

Feeding the chickens in the yard 
was left as girls’ chores.
When the greens would sprout in spring 
and mushroom in autumn, it would be up to 
girls to wander through the hills and meadows 
in pursuit of gathering them.



At the end of the day the girls 

would have gathered more than 

a basketful, but all of them were 

taken somewhere. The adults called 

it ‘gongchul’. About ninety years ago, 

Korea was under Japanese control, 

and they say mushrooms were 

needed for the war, same with the 

rice harvested by the adults.

Even the brasswares in the kitchen 

were collected by the Japanese 

soldiers to make weapons.



As usual, halmeoni was gathering some spring 
greens with her friends at the meadow.
All of a sudden, soldiers came upon them 
to grab their hands to push them into a truck.

It happened so unexpectedly that halmeoni 
was dumbfounded, and so were her friends.
As if thunderstruck, halmeoni couldn’t utter a word.





There were many girls around halmeoni’s age 
on the truck, and every one of them petrified.
It was a breezy spring day just past 
her thirteenth birthday.

The girls on the same plight started to painfully 

open their mouths to share their stories. 

There were those who were forcefully and unknowingly taken.

Some followed thinking they’d be employed at a big factory 

with hopes of making money. Some had been sold over 

by their own fathers, while some believed that their sacrifice 

would at least keep their families from going hungry. 

Everyone might have had different stories, 

yet as far as where they were actually headed to do what, 

they were clueless alike.



Finally, they arrived at the port. 
The soldiers told them to get off.
Halmeoni and her friends held on to each other tight,
but soldiers yelled at them, and pulled them apart, 
separating them.

They finally arrived at some military base.
The trees and shrubs all looked so foreign from 
what halmeoni was used to back home.  
Everything was so different.
Everyone spoke in a language she’s never heard of 
before…… she was terrified with fear.



Halmeoni and other girls of 
her age were each placed into 
a very small barracks all lined up in a row. 

She was so scared to be alone 
in a dark tiny cell all by herself.



Then a soldier barged in and knocked her over 
and raped her. Overwhelmed by pain and fear, 
she tried to scream but nothing would come out.



She had no clue as to what had happened to her.
Then another soldier barged in again.
And that horrendous thing happened again.
As soon as that one left, another stepped in.
Halmeoni started to faint.



Her thoughts wandered off to her hometown 
and her mom. ‘She must be looking for me……’
Halmeoni missed her mom so much, all of a sudden.
Then she drifted away.

The thought of running away did cross 
halmeoni ’s mind. One night there was 
screaming outside then gun shots were fired. 
The next day, everyone saw what had happened. 
They had shot down one of the girls who had tried 
to escape in the middle of the night and left her 
there to die. All the girls were left terrified. 



The soldiers threatened that they would 

all face the same fate had they tried to run away. 

Halmeonis, merely ten years of age, were all so scared.

That night, she had many visitors to her cell.

Some of the girls died of diseases.

During the two years that halmeoni was 

kept there, five girls died and eleven survived.

Then one day, the sound of siren filled the base 

and continuous gun shots were heard. 

Everyone was told to go inside the dugout. 

There must’ve been an attack from 

the enemy soldiers as the sound was horrendous. 

After one full day of firing, the sound finally ceased. 



Soldiers speaking in different tongues saw 

the girls in the dugout and told them to come out. 

The number of corpses lying about was almost 

uncountable. Foreign soldiers came into the base 

and halmeoni didn’t have to serve those visitors 

coming into her cell. People said that the war 

was over, and that the Japanese had lost.



Halmeoni took the ship again and walked, and 
walked, and walked…… to finally find her say home. 
Her hometown had always been a beautiful and 
peaceful place, but now nothing but a pile of ruins.
Halmeoni ’s home was broken down and her family 
was nowhere to be found. Halmeoni heard of their 
whereabouts from the neighbors.

Apparently, they all fled when the war 
started but now they cannot come back. 



Halmeoni 
was 

once again 
a l  ner.



She was left all alone in the empty house, 
yet she was hesitant to go outside to meet people.
Though once her friendly neighbors, they would turn 
her away coldly when she approached them.
They snickered behind her back for having had 
to serve the Japanese soldiers during the war. 
They thought what halmeoni did was disgraceful.
Halmeoni felt even lonelier than she had felt back 
in the foreign land longing to come home 
every day and night.

If she had known how lonely she’d be, 
she wouldn’t have risked her life 
coming back home, she regretted. 



Her future seemed hopeless, 

yet she did everything she can to survive. 

She worked as a kitchen maid for other families, 

tended to odds and ends jobs at factories, 

did dishes at eateries, and sold things at market.

There were bachelors who proposed for marriage. 

They all seemed to like her but as soon as 

she told them of her story, they had all left her. 

Halmeoni felt lonelier and lonelier with each passing day.



Then one day, a man several years her elder proposed for marriage. 

He had lost his wife due to an illness and had been raising his children 

by himself. Halmeoni became sad again, thinking that he’d leave her 

too once she tells him of her story. Nonetheless, she told him everything. 

What she faced during the war time, why she cannot have babies, 

and why she could not have a happy marriage like others do…… 

When the man heard her story, he held her hands tight. 

He said that they are both lonely souls and that they should rely 

on each other for the rest of their lives. He also promised her that 

he would keep her secret forever. She was so touched by his warmth 

that she cried and cried. The tears didn’t stop falling all through the day.

She felt as if she had been reunited with her mom and dad.



The time rushed by and halmeoni was 
passed sixty years of age. 
Her husband had passed away, and 
she cared for her step children with all her heart.



They married into respectable families and had healthy 

children of their own. One day, halmeoni was shocked 

at what she saw on TV. A lady about her age came on 

to confess her story of having been a comfort woman 

[sex slave] for the Japanese soldiers during the war. 

Her name was Hak-soon Kim. 

She had been hiding her past for all her life, just as halmeoni had. 

Halmeoni trembled in fear. It had been over fifty years 

but she had never forgotten about her painful experience, 

not even for a moment. It was an indelible nightmare 

that remained in her mind even in times of happiness.



They both desperately urged her not to come out 

in public. Her stepdaughter was afraid 

that her in-laws would kick her out of the house.

Her stepson lashed out at halmeoni, 

asking why she had lied to him all this time as he 

threatened and screamed that he’d never see her again. 

It seemed like just yesterday gritting her teeth 

to survive every time a scary soldier barged into her cell.

More and more of those comfort women began to 

come out to share their stories, and it encouraged 

halmeoni to do the same.

Halmeoni called her stepchildren and confessed 

that she had been a comfort woman. 

Also, that she’d like to come out in public with her story.



She truly missed her husband 
and longed for his presence. 



Halmeoni decided to join the House of Sharing, 
a shelter where other victims like halmeoni 
live together. 



It was so great that Halmeoni felt like being 
with family again, and they were truly a FAMILY!



She was invited to speak in front of various organizations and she readily told her story whenever she had the chance.

At �rst she was a bit embarrassed. Some days, she would come home feeling sick to her stomach.

As she recollected the horrid memories she tried so hard to wipe out, she felt as if she was reliving those times which made her 

ache to her bones. But she knew she’d have to survive through it.

She began to go abroad to foreign countries as Japan, the U.S., and France to stand as a witness.

�e halmeonis she lived with her at the House started to pass away one by one.

Seven of them passed away this year alone, as they were nearing ninety years of age.

Halmeoni also felt herself weaken by the day but she considered it her duty to inform the world as much as her health would allow.

Every time she’d eat, she came to consider her meal a medicine to strengthen her to achieve what she set out to.

Every year on the Korean Independence Day, halmeonis would gather in front of the TV hoping that they would hear 

the news about an apology from Japan. Do you know what her dream is? A sincere apology.

She had lived her whole life feeling guilty, afraid of being looked down upon, with her children leaving her side.

She dreamed that they would sincerely say, ‘I’m sorry’, for the deep wounded scar embedded in her heart.

Every night as she lays her down to sleep she hopes that her dream would be realized when the sun comes up tomorrow.

So, what happened to halmeoni thereafter?

Many people came to visit them at the House of Sharing. Students, scholars, civic organizations…

She sincerely welcomed all visitors to her House, but her heart tore to pieces when she saw young girls around the age 

when halmeoni was forcefully taken. Her belief that what had happened to her should never ever happen to 

these pretty young girls became stronger every day. Whenever young students came to visit she would always sit them down 

next to her and tell them about the stories of the past. She would emphasize that the reason why our country was invaded leaving 

its people to face harsh times was because our country was so weak. ‘You all have to grow strong to strengthen our country 

so that no one can look down on us Koreans.’ she would urge them.

Among the visitors, there were quite a few of Japanese as well.

�ey all apologized on behalf of their shameful past doings. Some come to visit every year no matter what.

One day, halmeoni heard the news that the U.S. Congress passed a resolution demanding Japan to admit to their fault 

and to apologize to the Comfort Women. People speaking in foreign tongues came to hold her hands calling her 

‘Nunim, nunim.’ (endearing term referring to an older sister)

�ey say Germany repeated apologize to France, why can’t Japan…. she couldn’t understand.

Since people still don’t know much about the issues concerning Comfort Women, and she thought that may account 

for the indi�erent behavior of Japan. So she decided to tell her story to inform as many people as she can.



7. What kinds of effort are being made by the international 
community toward resolving the issue of Comfort Women?

Between 1993 and 2014, 17 reports including 1996 UN Human Rights 
Commissions’ Coomaraswarmi Report, 1998 McDougall Report 
had been adopted by various UN committees such as Committee on 
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, Committee on the Rights of the 
Child, and Committee against Torture.

8. What is Japan’s stance on the issue of Comfort Women? 
In 1993, the Chief Cabinet Secretary Kono Yohei admitted during a 
formal discourse, “Military facilities had been operated for an ample 
period of time in many places under Japanese control; many Comfort 
Women did exist, all of whom had forcefully been taken there to live 
under horrifying conditions; during that period, the Comfort Women’s 
honor and dignity had been debased by the Japanese military; therefore, 
we give our sincere apology and pledge that it will never be repeated.” 
However, the current political leaders of Japan repeatedly deny their 
responsibility which is creating much discord in the international 
community.
Many Japanese intellectuals, historians, and civic organizations are 
criticizing their government for the denial and the American History 
Association rendered an announcement demanding that Japan to stop all 
activities in distorting historical facts.

9. What is the Wednesday Really?
The victims of the Japanese Comfort Women operation along with civic 
organizations in support of resolving the issue has been holding weekly 
demonstrations in front of Japanese Embassy in Korea since January 8, 
1992. The 1185th demonstration was on July 1, 2015. The Wednesday 
Demonstration holds a record as being the longest run demonstration 
demanding the resolution of the same issue. �e demonstration demands 
of the Japanese government an ascertainment of truth, official apology, 
damage compensation, and valid presentation of the event in Japanese 
history textbooks.
 
10. How can we resolve the issue of Comfort Women?
There are some differences in the proposed ways to resolve the issue of 
Comfort Women among the parties involved including the surviving 
Comfort Women themselves, civic organizations in and out of Korea, 
foreign governments, and international committees. For example, 
according to the resolution of the U.S. House of Representatives in 
2007, the U.S. demands that the Japanese officially acknowledge that 
they enforced young women to serve as sex slaves and to formally 
apologize. Also, the resolution includes that as o�cially proposed by the 
international community, the Japanese must educate the current and 
future generation about such historical fact.

Q & A
1. What is Comfort Women for the Japanese military?
During the aggressive invasion by the Japanese in the 20th century, they 
established facility to serve for their military. Comfort Women are those 
who claim that they were forcefully taken to these facilities to serve as sex 
slaves for the Japanese military.
In 2007, the U.S. House of Representatives passed a resolution stating 
the Comfort Women system considered unprecedented in its cruelty and 
magnitude. �e resolution also stipulates that it is one of the largest cases 
of human tra�cking in the 20th century.

2. How did the issue of the Comfort Women first surface to 
the modern world?

On August 14, 1991, the late Hak-soon Kim announced, for the first 
time, on national TV that she was a victim of Comfort Women in 
commemoration of the Korean Independence Day on August 15th. 
Thereafter, Korean government and many civic organizations promoted 
activities in and out of Korea to resolve this grave issue which brought on 
much publicity throughout the world.

3. Where were the service facilities operated in?
Mostly the service facilities were established in those Pacific areas in 
which Japan had invaded including mainland Japan along with several 
Japanese colonies in China, Indonesia, Singapore, Papua New Guinea, 
and Guam.

4. How many Comfort Women victims are there?
The exact number cannot be determined but the scholars estimate the 
total number of victims to be about from tens of thousands to four 
hundres thousand. �ere are 238 Korean victims registered, of whom 48 
are still alive.

5. Were Korean women the only victims?
No. It began with Japanese women, then as the war began to expand, 
Korean and Taiwanese women became main targets to serve as Comfort 
Women. Eventually Filipino, Thai, Timorese as well as Dutch women 
residing in Indonesia became Comfort Women victims.

6. What are the stances of other countries regarding this 
issue?

The U.S., Australia, Japan, Taiwan, the Netherlands, Canada, the 
Philippines, and EU among other local councils have all adopted the 
resolution demanding a settlement on the issue concerning Comfort 
Women. In the U.S., the resolution adopted by both the Senate and the 
House of Representatives in 2007 had been re-adopted as a legislation 
in 2014. Moreover, in commemoration of the 1000th Wednesday Rally 
in 2011, a monument to Comfort Women was erected in front of the 
Japanese Embassy in Korea. In the U.S., since the first erection of the 
monument at Palisades Park in New Jersey in 2014, 8 other monuments 
symbolizing peace had been erected throughout the country.
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The author, Jessie Jungyeon Park, was born in Seoul, Korea in 1997. Jessie has always liked 

drawing, which led her to study �ne arts at Yewon Art School after graduating from elementary 

school.  �ereon she went to the U.S. where she is currently a senior at Williston Northampton, 

Massachusetts. Jessie has been visiting the House of Sharing, a shelter of Comfort Women 

victims (Halmeonies) in Gwangju and Kyeongki provinces. She works as a volunteer for 

Halmeonies and as a Human Rights Ambassador of the House of Sharing as well. Jessie also 

founded a club ‘Justice for Comfort Women.org’ to raise awareness of the Comfort Women 

issue to people around the world citizen via internet. Jessie also participated in a project of 

printing and publishing English version of ‘Touch-me-nots’, a picture storybook of Comfort 

Women in collaboration with the House of Sharing, to distribute the copies to institutions and 

opinion leaders including the members of American History Association.




